
December 3 and 4



First

• Take out your picture you will analyze.

• At your tables, each person will discuss:

• What do you know about this picture?  (Photographer?  Date?  Subject matter?)

• What is the title of  the picture?  How does that fit the picture?

• Why did you choose this picture?  What drew you to it?  What stands out to you?  Why 
do you think the photographer took this picture?  What story does it tell?  What 
TRUTH of  war does it reveal?

• Other table members add their insight and commentary about the picture.



Every Picture Tells a Story (Writing)





Agenda

• Write a response as an activist for the picture.  FILE in your portfolio.

• View Ted Talk

• “While a painting or a prose description can never be other than a narrowly selective 
interpretation, a photograph can be treated as a narrowly selective transparency.  But despite the 
presumption of  veracity [truth] that gives all photographs authority, interest, seductiveness, the 
work that photographers do is no generic exception to the usually shady commerce between art 
and truth.”  What does she mean by that?  What example does she give in her article to explain 
that idea?  What do you think?  Do you agree or disagree or something else?

• Napalm Girl and Photo collage exercises

• View Visual Analysis video

https://www.ted.com/talks/jonathan_klein_photos_that_changed_the_world
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xCYf3J88EzA








Homework

• READ CAREFULLY the Visual Argument assignment.

• You can choose a different picture than the one you brought in.

• Read “The Napalm Girl” analysis excerpt.

• Note:  I DO NOT like the thesis statement where the author says, “In this essay…”.  NEVER do that.  
NEVER announce.

• It also drives me crazy that the author uses signifies over and over again.

• I do not think this is the best written essay, but it does get at the heart of  what you need to do (besides 
the written expression).

• View videos if  not completed in class.

• Next class – TO THE LIBRARY! (December 5 and 6).

• Order Night by Elie Wiesel.


